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surveys the history of religion identifies four ways of being religious and discusses
secularism skepticism nihilism and humanism

featuring comprehensive updates and additions the second edition of
understanding theories of religion explores the development of major theories of
religion through the works of classic and contemporary figures a new edition of
this introductory text exploring the core methods and theorists in religion
spanning the sixteenth century through to the latest theoretical trends features
an entirely new section covering religion and postmodernism race sex and gender
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and religion and postcolonialism examines the development of religious theories
through the work of classic and contemporary figures from the history of
anthropology sociology psychology philosophy and theology reveals how the study
of religion evolved in response to great cultural conflicts and major historical
events student friendly features include chapter introductions and summaries
biographical vignettes a timeline a glossary and many other learning aids

widely used as a primer a class text or just a provocation to critical thinking
studying religion clearly explains the methods and theories employed in the
academic study of religion by tackling the problem of how scholars define and
then study religion written for all newcomers to the field its brief chapters explore
the three main ways in which religion is defined and along the way also consider a
range of related topics from the history and functions of religion to its public
discourse religion in the courts and the classification of diverse groups into world
religions the works of classic and contemporary scholars from karl marx and
sigmund freud to bruce lincoln and naomi goldenberg are analyzed and explored
in readable chapters and detailed supporting materials studying religion
represents a shift away from the traditional descriptive and comparative approach
and instead uses the study of religion to invite readers to consider how they
divide up name and come to know the world around them this edition also
includes a new final chapter identification matters adding to the case studies
included throughout this book to present a collection of contemporary instances
where different approaches to defining and studying religion make it possible to
study other issues of contemporary relevance including those involving gender
race and the rights of indigenous peoples the new chapter makes explicit the
practical topics of identity and status that have always been implicit throughout
the entire book bringing into the classroom a wide variety of timely and relevant
topics that can be better understood by its approach this book therefore remains
invaluable to all students of religious studies whether in the introductory class or
as an example of an alternative way of approaching the field

why do people study religion how have they studied it in the past how do we study
religion today is the academic study of religion the same as religious education
these and many other questions are addressed in this engaging introduction to
the discipline of religious studies written by two experienced university teachers
the authors have crafted this book to familiarize novice students with key
concepts and terminology in the study of religion more advanced students will
find a varied array of theoretical perspectives and methodological approaches to
the field topics include definitions of religion perspectives in the study and
teaching of religion how religion began to be studied traditional perspectives
philosophical and theological how people experience religion perspectives in the
study of religious consciousness and perception phenomenological and
psychological studying religion within communities social and cultural
perspectives anthropological sociological political and economic judging religion
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critical perspectives feminist approaches the interaction of popular literature and
religion contextual perspectives historical and comparative the book encourages
students to think critically about the theories and methods presented students
will find arguments for the strengths and limitations of these approaches
understand connections among religious studies and other intellectual movements
and develop their own ideas of how they might want to go about the study of
religion summary boxes a timeline a glossary and other pedagogic aids help
students grasp key concepts along with a companion website at sastor com

religion plays a central role in human experience billions of people around the
world practice a faith and act in accordance with it religion shapes how they enter
the world and how they leave it how they eat dress marry and raise their children
it shapes their assumptions about who they are and who they want to be religion
also identifies insiders and outsiders who has power and who doesn t it sanctifies
injustice and combats it it draws national borders it affects law economy and
government it destroys and restores the environment it starts wars and ends them
whether you notice it or not religion plays a role in how billions conduct their lives
we are called then to understand this important factor in human life today
beginning with the first signs of religion among ancient humans and concluding
with a look at modern citizens and global trends leading scholar thomas tweed
examines this powerful and enduring force in human society tweed deftly
documents religion as it exists around the world addressing its role in both
intensifying and alleviating contemporary political and environmental problems
from armed conflict to climate change religion a very short introduction offers a
concise non partisan overview of religion s long history and its complicated role in
the world today

focusing on the ways in which christianity has understood embodied and related
to power linda woodhead examines the key figures events and ideas spanning
over two thousand years of christian history woodhead considers the religion in
its material as well as its spiritual dimensions and explores its interactions with
society through money politics force gender and the family as well as non
christian cultures and societies

this updated textbook unravels the complex issues related to methodology and
theory in the study of religion it equips students with the knowledge needed for
the academic study of religion explaining the history of the methodology including
ideas of key theorists and discusses key issues in the field such as gender
phenomenology and the insider outsider discourse updated throughout additional
material includes new chapter on colonialism and post colonialism new chapter on
insider outsider discourse coverage of cyber religion and the internet as a
research tool in religious studies study and classroom features in each chapter
include chapter outlines case studies boxed key concepts discussion questions
chapter bibliographies the text is illustrated throughout with 35 images and extra
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resources can be found online including additional coverage of levels of religion

widely used as a primer a text and a provocation to critical thinking studying
religion aims to develop students skills the book clearly explains the methods and
theories employed in the study of religion essays are offered on a range of topics
from the history and functions of religion to public discourse on religion and the
classification of religions the works of key scholars from karl marx ludwig
wittgenstein and rudolf otto to mircea eliade james g frazer and sigmund freud
are analysed and explored studying religion represents a shift away from the
traditional focus of describing the exotic or curious religious other to an
examination of how religious behaviours and institutions are studied the book will
be invaluable to students of religious studies

this thoroughly updated text offers students and adults an overarching
perspective the faith section focuses on the nature of human faith and christian
faith the religion section examines the personal and social value of religion
religious belief and behavior and offers an overview of major world religions the
theology section includes an analysis of the theology faith relationship suggested
readings and study questions excellent end notes and index add to the value of
this edition

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part
of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work was reproduced from
the original artifact and remains as true to the original work as possible therefore
you will see the original copyright references library stamps as most of these
works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world and
other notations in the work this work is in the public domain in the united states
of america and possibly other nations within the united states you may freely copy
and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on
the body of the work as a reproduction of a historical artifact this work may
contain missing or blurred pages poor pictures errant marks etc scholars believe
and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved reproduced
and made generally available to the public we appreciate your support of the
preservation process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant

the thoroughly updated second edition provides an engaging introduction to the
discipline of religious studies summary boxes discussion questions a glossary a
chronology of key figures and texts and other pedagogic aids help students grasp
key concepts

a critical introduction to the study of religion introduces the key concepts and
theories from religious studies that are necessary for a full understanding of the
complex relations between religion and society the aim is to provide readers with
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an arsenal of critical concepts for studying religious ideologies practices and
communities this thoroughly revised second edition has been restructured to
clearly emphasize key topics including essentialism functionalism authority
domination all ideas and theories are clearly illustrated with new and engaging
examples and case studies throughout making this the ideal textbook for students
approaching the subject area for the first time

during this time of conflict and suspicion it is perhaps more important than ever
to understand the beliefs and philosophies of other cultures a short history of
religion provides a useful guide to the world s most popular religions christianity
islam buddhism judaism and hinduism describing their origins and history beliefs
worship and sacred writings but also investigates many of the smaller and lesser
known religions as well as newer movements such as scientology wicca and
raelism

the overwhelming majority of people in the world 85 are religious and more
religions are now practiced in the united states than in any other country religion
plays a critical role in international politics in the global economy and in a wide
variety of social and cultural interactionson the domestic front even though
religion is such an integral part of today s world many americans have difficulty
discussing it publicly they are often unfamiliar with any religion but their own
finding other religions mysterious or even threatening offering a brief and
accessible point of entry into the subject rethinking religion a concise
introduction begins by highlighting the significance of religion in modern society
and providing a simple definition that goes beyond vague notions of faith or belief
in god drawing materialfrom a diverse range of religions including hinduism
buddhism judaism christianity islam and primal religions author will deming
walks readers through thirty examples of how religions work exploring the
significance of religious events and pronouncements he also considers several
topicsthat continue to fascinate and challenge westerners the ethics of studying
someone else s religion the truth of religion the possibilities for preferring one
religion over another religious pluralism and the contentious dialogue between
science and religion enhanced by an innovative glossary of religious terms and
numerous pictures and analyses of everyday religious activities rethinking
religion a concise introduction is ideal for introducing students to the concept of
religion and for courses in comparative and world religions it is alsocaptivating
reading for theologians scholars and anyone interested in the topic

this leading textbook for world religion is designed to help students in their study
and research of the world s religious traditions known and valued for its balanced
approach and its respected board of consulting editors this text addresses ways to
study religion provides broad coverage of diverse religions and offers an arresting
layout with rich illustrations introductory sections on understanding religion and
the religions of antiquity lay the foundation for the study of the numerous
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religious traditions highlighted in the volume including indigenous religions
hinduism buddhism jainism judaism christianity islam sikhism and chinese korean
and japanese religions the user friendly content is enhanced by charts of religious
festivals historic timelines updated maps of the world s religions and a useful
glossary both historical overviews and modern perspectives for each religion are
included this third edition has several updates including a new design a new
section on women and religion and a newly revised section on religions in today s
world

these lectures represent the final and in some ways the decisive element of hegel
s entire philosophical system this volume contains hegel s philosophical
interpretation of the history of religions specifically of primitive religion the
religion of ancient china buddhism hinduism persian and egyptian religions and

jewish greek and roman religion
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mystery, sci-fi, etc.).
Recommendations: Seek
recommendations from
friends, join book clubs, or
browse through online
reviews and suggestions.
Author: If you favor a
specific author, you might
enjoy more of their work.
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. How can I track my
reading progress or
manage my book
clilection? Book Tracking
Apps: LibraryThing are
popolar apps for tracking
your reading progress and
managing book clilections.
Spreadsheets: You can
create your own
spreadsheet to track
books read, ratings, and
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Religion An Introduction
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Audiobooks: Audio
recordings of books,
perfect for listening while
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moltitasking. Platforms:
LibriVox offer a wide
selection of audiobooks.
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from authors or
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